
Charity Board 1 

Many small charities consisted of a 

bequest of a fixed sum of money with the 

annual interest being distributed as laid 

down in the deeds of the charity.  The 

board illustrated here records several such 

charities. (There is a similar charity board 

in the name of Fosters etc.)  Over the years 

the effect of inflation reduced the annual 

distribution to meagre amounts.  In 1978 

these small charities were, as advocated the 

Charity Commissioners, amalgamated into 

the Braunston Relief In Need Charity 

which still exists. 

 

The Activity of this charity is currently 

recorded as “When there is sufficient 

income in this account it makes hospital 

grants to those Braunston Residents who 

are hospitalised for a minimum of 4 

nights” 

Prior to the introduction of state benefits in the twentieth century, provision of relief for those in poverty 

was the responsibility of the parish in which they lived.  The Poor Laws Act of 1601 enshrined the 

responsibility of each parish for the care of its own poor.  In order to assist in this , the Government made 

grants of land: the income of which was to be used towards implementing the 1601 Act and helping with 

other financial responsibilities which rested with the Parish (see especially Charity Board 3). 

 

In addition , there were often charities set up by local benefactors to provide relief for the poor in their 

parish (see Charity Boards 1,2 and 4). 

 

All Saints’ has 4 examples of the different types of charity as detailed below. 
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Charity Board 2 

Other donations , such as the one 

illustrated here, were set up to provide 

for the education of the poor children 

of the parish. 

 

The National School was first built in 

1820 being paid for by the Makepeace 

Charity (a separate charity, see window 

4 ), local subscription and a grant from 

the National Society.  The school was 

subsequently enlarged to cater for a 

growing population based on increased 

canal traffic. 

 

The  charity set up by the named 

individuals shown on the left no longer 

exists, the funds probably being 

utilised in the school   enlargements. 

Charity Board 3 

The charity shown here, the Town 

Lands Charity, still exists.  This charity 

was originally set up in 1613 by the 

government giving grants of land in 

AshbySt Ledgers, Staverton and 

Braunston to the Parish.  The parcels of 

land in the 2 former locations has been 

sold and the proceeds invested in 

Treasury Stocks and the land at 

Braunston is let for rent. 

 

  The original allocations of the charity 

have changed over time.  The activity 

of the charity is currently recorded as 

“Charity provides grants for people 

who live in Braunston only when they 

are hospitalised for a minimum of 4 

nights. It also provides Christmas cash 

gifts to nonagenarians and Christmas 

gifts to the housebound. If funds are 

available it can also make grants to 

voluntary organisations within the 

village only if they benefit the whole 

community e.g. Cubs, Village hall etc.” 



Charity Board 4 

The William Makepeace 

Charity, as illustrated 

here, involved the grant of 

a piece of land where the 

rent was to be used for the 

education and christian 

teaching of the poor 

children of the village. 

 

This charity still exists 

and the trustees are the 

incumbent of All Saints’ 

and the 2 churchwardens.  

Its activity is currently 

recorded as “Education/

Training religious 

activities”.  Grants are 

made to the village school 

by the trustees to support 

projects of a general 

education and religious 

nature. 

The Makepeace 

bequest consists of a 

field and small barn 

on the south of 

Welton road as it 

rises up towards 

Bragborough Hall.  

The field and barn 

are rented to a local 

farmer. 
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